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KING RICHARD III
[ACT
Lord Hastings will not yield to our complots ?
GZou. Chop off his head: something we will determine: And look, when I am king, claim thou of me The earldom of Hereford, and all the moveables       IQJ Whereof the king my brother was possess'd
Buck 111 claim that promise at your grace's hand.
Glou. And look to have it yielded with all kindness. Come, let us sup betimes, that afterwards We may digest our complots in some form,                 200
[Exeunt
192, Lord] Ff; William Lord Qq, 193. Chop . . . determine] Chop ., f Head: Something . . . determine (two lines) Ff, head] Ff; head, wan(k something] Ff; somewhat Qq. determine] Ff; do Qq. 195, Herefom Herford Qq 3-5; Hertford Q 6. all] Ff; omitted Qq. 196. was] Ff; stood Qq. 197. hand] Ff; hands Qq. 198. all kindness] Ff; all willingness Q i; willingnesse Qq 2-8.
conveyed by the younger co-heiress, Mary, to her husband Henry, Earl of Derby, son of John of Gaunt, afterwards Henry IV. In 1397, three years after his wife's death, he was created Duke of Hereford. The fief continued in his line, and passed, with the other possessions of the crown, to the House of York: at this time it wa$ in the hands of the King. Bucking, ham's claim to the Earldom of Hereford was thus a claim to the moiety of the Bohun possessions which, by the marriage of a younger co-heiress, had passed to an elder branch of the royal family, The third Duke of Bucking, ham, who occurs in Henry VHfy was actually styled Earl of Hereford.
200. digest] arrange, give shape to, as Tourneur, Revenger'^ Tragedy, |0 Hi,: "most dreadfully digested!"
192, complots] Below, line 200, the same word is used with the accent changed to the penultimate, which is the customary usage. Compare Titus Andronicus, n. in. 265, v. i. 65, v. ii, 147; 2 Henry VI. in. i. 147. So the verb is accented in Richard IL i. iii. 189.
195. Humphrey de Bohun, Earl of Hereford, Essex, and Northampton, left two daughters, (i) The elder, Eleanor, married the youngest son of Edward III., Thomas, Duke of Gloucester and Earl of Buckingham, who was styled Earl of Essex in right of his wife* They had a daughter Anne, who married Edmund, Earl of Stafford; her son Humphrey was created Duke of Buckingham by Henry VI.; and his grandson, the second Duke of Buckingham, is the Buckingham of this play. (2) The lands of Hereford were